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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, one 
copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly 
considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record 
therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. No 
representation is made that the references are prior art with respect to this application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the filing date 
of a national application other than a CPA under 37 CFR § 1 .53(d), within three months of the date 
of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR § 1.491 in an international application, before 
the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office Action after 
the filing of an RCE under 37 CFR § 1.1 14. No certification or fee is required. 37 CFR § 1.97(b). 

The Examiner's attention is directed to the co-pending U.S. Patent Application(s) cited on 
the attached Form(s) PTO-1449. The identification of such U.S. Patent Application(s) is not to be 
construed as a waiver of secrecy as to such application(s) now or upon issuance of the present 
application as a patent. The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the cited application(s) 
and the art cited therein during examination of the present application. 
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" PHANEUF, M.D. et al., "Covalent Linkage of Recombinant Hirudin to a Novel Ionic Poly 
(Carbonate) Urethane Polymer with Protein Binding Sites: Determination of Surface 
Antithrombin Activity", Artif. Organs 1 998; 22:657-65 








' HUANG L.L.H. et al., "Comparison of Epoxides on Grafting Collagen to Polyurethane and 
Their Effects on Cellular Growth", J. Biomed. Mater. Res. 1998; 39:630-6 
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